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CRITICAL REMARKS ON CRYPTURELLUS VARIE- 
GATUS AND ITS ALLIES. 

BY W. E. CLYDE TODD. 

The Tinamou Crypturellus variegatus is one of the oldest 
known species of this family, having been described by Buffon 
and figured by D’Aubenton in 1778, under the vernacular 
name “ Tinamou varie de Cayenne.” This is the basis of the 
scientific name Tetrao variegatus under which it was formally 
presented by Gmelin in 1789. Shortly thereafter it was placed 
by Latham in his new genus Tinamus , and later on referred to 
the distinct generic group recognized by authors generally as 
Crypturus Illiger, but which must be called Crypturellus J The 
species has figured in the literature of South American birds 
more or less prominently, but material for study has not been 
ample, so that I am prompted to offer a few observations based 
mainly on the examination of the fair series of specimens in the 
collection of the Carnegie Museum. My acknowledgments 
are due Mr. John T. Zimmer for the loan of certain specimens 
from the collection of the American Museum of Natural History. 



Topotypical adult birds from French Guiana have the upper parts, 
wing- and tail-coverts black, regularly barred with rich buffy (between 
cinnamon buff and clay-color); the pileum dusky black; the hindneck 
amber brown, and the neck below and breast similar but paler (more buffy). 
The posterior under parts are whitish in some specimens, more uniformly 
buffy in others. The dark barring on the sides also varies considerably in 
extent and intensity, but is well marked in the majority of specimens. 

i Crypturellus Brabourne and Chubb was later replaced by Microcrypturus Chubb 
because of a prior Crypturella Silvestri. But there can be no risk of confusion here, since 
these two names, although dififering only in gender-endings, refer to animals in very different 
Classes. Were both names those of birds I should not hesitate to reject the later one and 
follow the A. O. U. Code. 
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Crypturellus variegatus variegatus (Gmelin). 
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The youngest bird (No. 61,591, May 21) has the back almost “solid” 
brown (near Prout’s brown); the pileum shows some deep rufous feathers 
remaining from an earlier stage; the characteristic white spots denoting 
immaturity appear on the breast, neck, and upper wing-coverts. Other 
specimens are in various stages of transition from this dress to that of the 
adult. 

If the larger individuals are females, as is generally the case in this group, 
then the sexing of the specimens is not entirely dependable. In any case 
I can not specify what the sexual differences in color (if any) may be. 

Two specimens from the Caura River, Venezuela, and one from Obidos 
on the lower Amazon, however, are markedly different from the “general 
run” and raise a question as to their identity. Instead of being black 
above, narrowly barred with buffy, they are decidedly rufescent (near 
Brussels brown), barred and mottled with black; the buffy bars are scarcely 
obvious, except on the wing-coverts; the upper tail-coverts have black bars 
separated by olive brown interspaces each having a median transverse 
rufescent buffy line. The general effect is thus unlike that of the adult 
plumage above described. Since we have also a perfectly typical adult 
from Obidos these three odd birds must represent either a color-phase, a 
stage of plumage not fully mature, or another species altogether. They 
certainly look different enough to justify the latter alternative, hard as it is 
to accept. But there are certain suggestions of immaturity — in fact, one of 
these birds shows remains of white spotting on the wing-coverts. It is 
odd, however, that the French Guiana series does not include any examples 
in this dress. 

An adult specimen from Tonantins, on the upper Amazon, is very buffy 
below, with the barring on the sides obsolete; the buffy bars above are 
wider than in the average Guiana specimen. It may represent an inter- 
mediate towards 

Crypturellus variegatus salvini (Salvadori). 

This form was originally described as a distinct species, but it is merely 
a darker race of variegatus, and not a very strongly marked one at that! 
The characters to which Salvadori calls attention do not hold good at all, 
tested by the series at hand — every one of them occurs in Guiana specimens 
as individual variations. The neck and breast are somewhat deeper rufes- 
cent in adults, and the bars above are also darker (near Sudan brown). 
The form appears to be confined to eastern Ecuador; the type-locality 
“Sarayacu” is perhaps open to question, as are all of those to which 
Buckley’s name is attached. 

Crypturellus variegatus transamazonicus, subsp. nov. 

Type. — No. 72,997, Collection Carnegie Museum, adult female; San- 
tarem, Brazil, May 22, 1919; Samuel M. Klages. 

Subspecific characters. — Similar to Crypturellus variegatus variegatus of 
Guiana, etc., but averaging lighter-colored^ especially below; all the 
colors paler, the abdomen with more white., 
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Range. — Brazil, south of the Amazon River for an indefinite distance, 
and west to the borders of Ecuador. 

Remarks. — This new race varies away from true variegatus in a direction 
precisely opposite to that of salvini , being lighter- instead of darker- 
colored, as seen in series; individual specimens would not invariably be 
distinguishable. It is the form which occurs on the south bank of the Ama- 
zon and on the Rio Tapajoz. A small series from the Rio Purfis and one 
specimen from Sao Paulo de Olivenga, on the upper Amazon (Rio Solimoes), 
however, verge toward salvini , but are better referred to the present form. 

There is one name which must be considered at this point: Tinamus 
bimaculatus Gray (List Birds British Museum, Gallinse, 1867, 101), 
described from “South America.” The description indicates a young bird, 
which can not be identified subspecifically. Salvadori lists the type- 
specimen under variegatus , but Brabourne and Chubb, in their synopsis of 
the forms of this genus (Annals and Magazine Natural History, (8), XIV, 
1914, 320), have resurrected the name, but without indication of range or 
locality. On the principle that a certainty is better than an uncertainty, 
it would be desirable to drop the name as unidentifiable, even although the 
type-specimen is extant. 

Crypturellus brevirostris (von Pelzeln). 

This form is related to C. variegatus , which it closely resembles in general 
coloration, but from which it is specifically distinct, as shown by the 
occurrence of both together in French Guiana and along the Rio Puriis. 
Compared with variegatus it is a rare species, known heretofore only from 
the types and a skin from Teffe, Rio Solimoes, in the Rothschild Collection, 
discussed by Dr. C. E. Hellmayr in Novitates Zoologies, XIV, 1907, 90. 
Mr. J. L. Peters gives it from Cayenne (Check-List of Birds of the World, 
I, 1931, 20) — I do not know on what authority. Dr. Hellmayr says that 
the Teffe skin (a female) “agrees perfectly with von Pelzeln’s description,” 
and goes on to point out how it differs from variegatus. Our adult Hyutana- 
han specimen (a female) differs from a French Guiana bird (a subadult 
male) very conspicuously in the color of the posterior under parts, which 
in the former are rich buffy, but in the latter pure white, in strong contrast 
with the color of the breast; moreover, there is practically no barring on 
the flanks and tibiae, although this is well marked in the Rio Purfis skin. 
These differences may be sexual, individual, or subspecific — it is impossible 
to say which without more material. A young male from the Rio Purus 
agrees with the adult female in the color of the under parts; above it is 
plain brown (between Brussels brown and raw umber), with but little 
black mottling. The original description “pectore et abdomine ferrugineo 
rufis, abdomine medio albescente” applies better to the French Guiana 
specimen than to those from the Rio Purus. The observable differences 
are comparable with those in variegatus , and in my judgment it would not 
be well to attempt any racial separation on the basis of present material. 
The color of the pileum is the same in our three specimens: at first glance 
it looks to be deep brown, but on closer examination it is seen to be mainly 
blackish, the brown appearance being due to the deep chestnut brown tips 
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and bars on the feathers; these, however, are certainly not conspicuous. 
The ear-coverts are raw umber, in contrast with the rusty sides of the head. 
The young has some black spots on the breast and white ones on the scapu- 
lars. Male (61,590): wing, 126; tail, 39; bill (exposed culmen), 20; tarsus, 
38. Female (87,529): wing, 144; tail, 40; bill, 23; tarsus, 40. It is thus a 
decidedly smaller species than variegatus. 

Crypturellus bartletti (Scjater and Salvin). 

Dr. Hellmayr (Novitates Zoologicse, XIV, 1907, 410) says that the Rio 
Madeira specimens he examined are exactly like the types from eastern 
Peru (in the collection of the British Museum), so that our series from the 
Rio Puriis must also be the same. Brabourne and Chubb’s caroli (Annals 
and Magazine Natural History, (8), XIV, 1914, 320-1) is a synonym. I 
can not exactly follow Dr. Hellmayr, however, in his description of the 
sexual differences in this species. As it happens, all our specimens are 
labelled as females, but I think No. 93,752 is a male, since it is more oli- 
vaceous above and duller below, lacking almost entirely the rich rusty buff 
color of the breast which is so conspicuous a feature in the others. It is 
also smaller. 

C . bartletti is quite distinct from C. variegatus. Seen from below they 
are similar, but the upper parts in the two species are different. As Dr. 
Hellmayr suggests, its nearest ally is probably C. parvirostris of southern 
and eastern Brazil. C. variegatus, C. brevirostris , and C. bartletti all occur 
together on the Rio Puriis (Hyutanahan). 

List of Specimens Examined. 

Crypturellus variegatus variegatus. — El Llagual, Rio Caura, Venezuela, 2; 
Pied Saut, Oyapock River, French Guiana, 8; Cayari Island, Uassa Swamp, 
northern Par4, Brazil, 1; Upper Araucaua, northern Par4, Brazil, 3; 
Obidos, Amazon River, Brazil, 5; Tonantins, Rio Solimoes, Brazil, 1; 
Manacapurii, Rio Solimoes, Brazil, 1. 

Crypturellus variegatus salvini. — Rio Suno, eastern Ecuador, 4 (coll. 
Am. Mus. Nat. Hist.). 

Crypturellus variegatus transamazonicus. — Santarem, Brazil, 4; Colonia 
do Mojuy, Santarem, Brazil, 5; Villa Braga, Rio Tapajdz, Brazil, 2; 
Hyutanahan, Rio Purus, Brazil, 2; Arima, Rio Purus, Brazil, 5; Sao Paulo 
de Olivenga, Brazil, 1. 

Crypturellus brevirostris. — Tamanoir, French Guiana, 1; Hyutanahan, 
Rio Purus, Brazil, 2. 

Crypturellus bartletti. — Hyutanahan, Rio Purus, Brazil, 2; Nova Olinda, 
Rio Puriis, Brazil, 1; Arima, Rio Puriis, Brazil, 6. 



